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tions that a Russian alliance would aid in regaining Alsace-
Lorraine. The Tsar was favorably impressed with the
moderation and strength of the French Government. He
accordingly gave his approval to an exchange of official dip-
lomatic notes which was completed on January 4, 1894,
and gave binding effect to the Military Convention of
August 17, 1892.25
As neither the exchange of notes nor the Military Con-
vention signed only by military officers was a formal treaty,
neither had to be submitted to the French Parliament for
ratification. The terms of the Military Convention, known
only to the supreme military officials, did not even have to
be divulged to Cabinets which rose and fell so rapidly in
France. The text of the Military Convention was kept in
an envelope bearing an annotation in President Faure's
hand: "The Military Convention is accepted by the letter of
M. de Giers giving to the Convention the force of a treaty."
M. Viviani carried it under his arm to the Chamber of
Deputies when he mounted the tribune to ask for war
credits on August 4, 1914. He was prepared to read it if it
should be asked for. But as no one demanded it, he pru-
dently kept it in his portfolio.26 It was never made public
until published in a French Yellow Book in 1918. Thus the
two difficulties in regard to secrecy and French constitu-
tional requirements were effectively met.
The Military Convention which was given the force of
a treaty on January 4, 1894, and thus became the basis of
25 Montebello to Giers, Dec. 23, 1893; Jan. 4, 1894; tbii, p. 128.   "I
have received your letter ... in which you advise me that . . . the draft
of the Military Convention . . . may be considered henceforth definitely
adapted. . . . The French Government likewise considers the aforesaid
Military Convention, the text of which has been approved by both parties,
as executory henceforth.   In consequence of this agreement, the two
Staffs shall have power immediately to deliberate at any time and to
communicate to each other all the information which may be useful to
them,"
26 Poincare, Les Origines de la Guerre, p. 60.